CWI
Student Led Current Events Discussion

DUE: Wednesdays- 12/9 and 12/16
	1.  _____ Iran/Iraq 

2.  _____ China/India 

3.  _____ Israel/Palestine 

4.  _____ Europe

5.  _____ Middle East

	6.  _____  North Korea/South Korea
7.    _____ Syria/Lebanon

8.    _____ Russia

9.  _____ Africa (any country)
        
10.  _____ Americas (North, South, Central) 



Your task:
Find 2 articles which relate to the above 10 assigned topics.  Print them out and bring them in ready to discuss by Wednesday the 9th and Wednesday the 16th. In total you will bring in 4 articles. Your articles can only cover a region (listed above) ONCE. That means all 4 articles will be on a different region. Keep track by checking off the boxes above. 

For each article:

1. Write out 2 Open Ended Questions (write question directly on your article).
2. Write 1 word that best describes the action/happening in the article (example: Terror, Peace, War, Oil).

3. Pick 1 Recurring Concept (see list on back) which best identifies the inherent issues surrounding your story.  Simply list the recurring concept next to your descriptor word, and be prepared to explain how that is the best “Topic” for your article.


	
What is an open ended question?.....Questions with no right answer that lead to intelligent discussion.



Be prepared to discuss your articles and their connectedness to the other articles in the room.  This will be easier done if you spend some quality time making sure you understand what it is you are reading.  If you don’t get what you’re reading, find someone to help you, do further internet research, or pick a different article.

Grading:
10pts per week for turning in 2 articles, recurring concepts, and 4 questions  
10pts per week for participating in the discussion. 
(if you are called upon to present an article or idea, and have nothing to share, or fumble through your article due to a lack of understanding, you automatically lose these points.)

6pts per week for being a decent human being. 3 strike system-1st warning, 2nd lose 3pts, 3rd lose 6pts.  (Respecting your fellow classmates, not talking while others are talking, not being on your cellphone, not putting your head down. You’re 17 or 18 years old, if you can’t sit up and pay attention for 55 minutes then I am seriously concerned for you.)





Recurring Concepts List:

1. Nuclear Programs / Proliferation

2. WMD’s (nuclear, chemical, biological)

3. Terrorism / Terrorist Organization

4. Economic Stability / Instability

5. Global Economy

6. Government (change, transition, corrupt, dysfunction) 

7. Alliances 

8. Human Rights / Genocide

9. Religion

10. Fundamentalism

11. Intervention

12. Power / Greed / & The Perception of….

13. Fear
14. _________________ (propose a new category, be prepared to defend how this fits better then 1-13)

Student Led Current Events Discussion
Grade Recovery (26 pts)
THIS IS NOT AVAILABLE FOR UNEXCUSED ABSENCES 
Choose 2 articles as if you were present for the discussions. For EACH article, respond to the following questions. Answers will be graded on completeness, thought, and analysis. 
1. Write 1 full paragraph summarizing your article. Make sure to cover the who, what, when, where and why.
2. Write out 2 Open Ended Questions- answer each question/state your position in 1 full paragraph each! 
3. Write 1 word that best describes the action/happening in the article (example: Terror, Peace, War, Oil).

4. Pick 1 Recurring Concept (see list above) which best identifies the inherent issues surrounding your story.  Explain why this concept is the best choice for your article.

In total you will have 2 articles, 2 summaries, 4 questions, 4 answers to questions, 2 descriptor words, and 2 recurring concepts. It might just be easier to show up and participate in the discussion (
